
One Sentence Fairy Tales:

Recipe: Have students brainstorm a list of characters they could base their fairy tale on. Have
them come up with a list of 5-15 that they would like to pick. Have everyone pick their top 2 or 3
and go around the class and ask what each student picks so nobody has the same character.
After fill out the storyboard brainstorming sheet focusing on a box or two a lesson. After have
them find dead words and replace them with new ones. Then onto a rough draft and the editing
process with classmates. Have groups of 3-4 and each student will make at least one
suggestion. After they will rewrite their fairy tale in a good draft before the second part of
illustrating. Below will be the examples of my process.

Genre/Grade: Fiction/Grade 4-7



Illustration:

Recipe: Using the one sentence fairy tale it’s time to create an illustration following all the new
creative words we came up with. Following a template to make publishing easier students can
highlight key descriptive words such as features of their character, the setting and their action
verbs used in the story. On the left side students will illustrate their character and setting and on
the right side students will align each part of their story to match the corresponding part of the
story.

Genre/Grade: Fiction/Grade 4-7



Reading Log:
Recipe: In this activity the teacher will read a story which can be fiction or nonfiction. Students
must actively listen to the story as they will illustrate a particular scene from the book they liked
and write according to a prompt. The amount of writing students do will be based on their age
and abilities so it can be scaled up or down. Lastly, as a bit of feedback, students will circle or
write if they liked the book or not. This is useful to gauge student engagement and provides
some reflections for the next time you use this strategy.

Genre/Grade: Fiction or Nonfiction/Grade 1-7



Words from the Inside Out:
Recipe: This literacy activity is a great tool to use when starting a new unit or perhaps after the
first introductory lesson when students learn about new terms. This can also be used throughout
the lesson as an exit ticket as each lesson students can add new words they learned to this
chart. To begin using this provide each student a sheet and you can have them work individually
or in groups. Have them brainstorm as many words as possible over a given amount of time
(5-10 minutes). After they have their words ask groups to share what words they wrote down.
After ask them to now create three categories and write their words in the corresponding box.
After you can ask students what 3 categories they chose and some examples they added.

Genre/Grade: Nonfiction/Grade 2-7



List of Terms Chart:
Recipe: This is a great one to use right after introducing a unit or as review when looking at
nonfiction texts (in this case). Have a list of important terms or in this case text features and
have a review of each term on the sheet. In this case have students go through each box as a
class, asking them what a title page is, a glossary etc. Then as a class go over the definition
with examples and have them write it in each box. They can keep this in their binder or duotang
as the front page or after the unit title page so students can go back and refer to these terms or
features. You can use this for any subject and any unit just make sure you have all the most
important terms written out!
Genre/Grade: Nonfiction/Grade 5-6



CSI (Colour, Symbol, Image)
Recipe: Give students a blank piece of paper and ask them to create 6 big boxes on the page
with a little room at the top to write each heading. After they do that have them write Colour,
Symbol and Image above the 6 boxes. Now read a text to them. After explain that each student
will pick a colour they thought of from the story, something symbolic they can draw and an
image from the story itself. This all goes in the top box, and in the bottom box will go their
explanations for each one. The amount of detail each student writes will be based off grade
level and expectations so for older grades (5-7) this would be a great time to work on 5
sentence paragraph writing and a great example of persuasive writing. For younger grades we
can focus on other things such as sentence structure, grammar and spelling.
Genre/Grade: Fiction or Nonfiction/Grade 4-7



Quick Writes:
Recipe: This can be used to introduce new topics, as a warm up or a prewriting exercise and
even as a method to stimulate reflection or reinforcing learning. Hand students the quick write
sheet with an assigned prompt or students selected topic. The next step is to write for 5 to 15
minutes focusing on ideas, content, connections, and reflections but not mechanics. You can
also have students read out their quick writes to a partner or group, selecting one student to
share with the class in the author's chair. They can also write again and focus on expansion
after sharing their story with peers and the class, generate new ideas and directions for their
story or even rewrite theirs with new ideas as well.
Genre/Grade: Fiction or Nonfiction/Grade 2-7



Nonfiction Text Structure:
Recipe: This would be a useful one off lesson activity with students as a way to introduce
nonfiction writing or to reinforce the structure of nonfiction text structures. Hand students this
sheet and ask students what elements they think would be in descriptive writing, order and
sequence etc. Go over it with students giving the proper keywords and phrases and have them
write it down in the corresponding box. After you could give students an example of each type
and have them work individually or in groups to identify what structure each paragraph is in.
Have them use highlighters (who doesn’t love highlighters) to highlight those keywords or
phrases to prove their answer.
Genre/Grade: Nonfiction/Grade 5 (introduction to Nonfiction structure/paragraph writing)



Double Journal Entry:
Recipe: Have students take out their journals or handout the double entry journal worksheet.
Have them split the page in half. On the left side will be quotes from the text or reading. The text
can either be read individually or the teacher can read it to the students. On the right side of the
page will be a reflection or interpretation of the quote. This helps students keep track of their
thinking, helps with comprehension, vocabulary and writing connections. You can use this as an
activity for a lesson on inferences as well. Students can do this individually or in groups. Having
groups may lead to deeper conversations and ideas around the core messages of the text.

Genre/Grade: Fiction or Nonfiction/Grade 1-7



Limericks:
Recipe: Originated in Ireland around the 18th century. It follows a few rules:

1. It needs to be 5 lines in length
2. Subject of a limerick is funny, silly or goofy
3. It follows the: A-A-B-B-A rhyme scheme
4. It also follows an anapaestic rhyme scheme: 3-3-2-2-3

Genre/Grade: Poetry/Grade 6-7



Cinquain:
Recipe: It follows a set of rules:

1. A 5 line poem
2. It tells a story
3. The syllable structure is: 2-4-6-8-2
4. Line 1: Noun

Line 2: Adjectives
Line 3: Verbs (ing)
Line 4: Phrase
Line 5: Synonym

Genre/Grade: Poetry/Grade 3-7



I Am Poem:
Recipe: This is a fun poem to have students do (early finishers)
It follows a few rules:

1. Can be written on any topic
2. Verb structure can be random or not (up to the author)
3. It follows a pattern: I am

I love
I dream
I seem
I miss
I eat

Genre/Grade: Poetry/Grade 1-5



Shape Poem:
The shape poem is also another great activity for early finishers or when teaching about
different poems, and this one is a great cross-curricular writing activity (art).
It follows one simple rule: Good copy publishing strategy where any poem can be written into a
shape that reflects the theme

Genre/Grade: Poetry/Grade 2-7



Haiku/Tanka:
Recipe: The haiku is a Japanese poem from the 13th century. It follows very strict rules that
include:

1. 3 line poem
2. No rhyme, no end punctuation
3. Syllable structure is 5-7-5
4. Usually about nature

Tanka: It is one of the oldest forms of poetry from Japan dating to about the 7th century. It also
follows a strict set of rules that include:

1. 5 lines
2. No rhyme, no end punctuation
3. Syllable structure is 5-7-5-7-7
4. Uses vivid imagery
5. Usually about nature or feelings

Genre/Grade: Poetry/Grade 3-7



Altered Poem:
Recipe: Altered poems are created from existing texts and are created by the process of
elimination rather than addition. It may be a great way to have students create poems but may
have a hard time free writing one. They may be related to the overall text or not. You can also
have students write out the poem underneath their sample too.

Genre/Grade: Poetry/Grade 4-7



Inferences Webmap:
Recipe: Find a picture from any site such as national geographic or some famous photos that
you can show students. Create groups of 3 and handout the same picture to each group. Ask
them to make several inferences from the photo and create an inference webmap. Having
students make multiple inferences helps reinforce what they are and how to do them. You can
also ask them to glue it to a larger piece of blank paper to make their map. Have students
discuss with their group what they think is happening in the picture and write it down. You can
have them all discuss their inferences as a class after 15 or so minutes.

Genre/Grade: Nonfiction/Grade 5-7



Sentence Starters:
Recipe: This is a super simple activity to create so students can begin writing by prewriting from
a sentence starter. These are just prompts to get students engaged in the writing process by
giving them guided and directed prompts. You can hand out or write out prompts on the board.
Such prompts can include:

1. If I was in charge of the world…
2. If I could make the rules in my house…
3. School is interesting because…
4. If I could be friends with a celebrity we would…
5. If all the trees were made of candy…

You can have students write for as little as 5 minutes or as long as 15 depending on how
engaged they are.

Genre/Grade: Fiction or Nonfiction (based off prompts)/Grade 2-7



Roll and Retell:
Recipe: One great way to help students build comprehension is giving them a chance to talk
about what they’ve read. This is a fun game to play, and all you need is a pair of dice. Students
can pair up and share information with one another about what they’ve read. Or they can work
solo and roll the dice and write out their answers. Simply give the students the dice and have
them roll it.Each number has a corresponding question that students have to answer. They can
either write it down or they can tell a partner. This is a great activity to do after any fiction or
nonfiction reading. Below is the chart you could follow.

Genre/Grade: Fiction or Nonfiction/Grade K-7



Descriptive Writing:
Recipe: This is a fun writing activity students can do to work on paragraph writing and
descriptive writing. You can hand students this worksheet for example and briefly go over how to
write a descriptive paragraph. Explain that students need to use vivid details to paint a picture in
the reader’s mind and appeal to the reader’s senses. Descriptive writing may also go beyond
creating a strong sensory impression to give the reader a “picture” of the feelings the description
evokes in the writer. They need to use figurative language such as analogy, simile, and
metaphors to add depth to authors’ descriptions. Lastly, students need to use precise language
such as: specific adjectives and nouns and strong action verbs give life to the picture being
painted in the reader’s mind.

Genre/Grade: Fiction or Nonfiction/Grade 4-7


